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Dress Code Policy

Introduction

We work hard at Casuarina Steiner School to provide an environment that is supportive of the
unfolding child. Clothing can have an impact on this environment. Clothing may have a distracting
or counter-productive influence on our children’s educational experience at school. Clothes can
become an arena for peer pressure, fashion frends, advertising and messages and slogans. This is
one reason why many schools have uniforms. Casuarina prefers not to have a uniform, rather a
dress code of common sense and simplicity.

Schoolis a place of learning and culture. One way we can support children to respect this, is to
ensure that the way they dress for school is appropriate.

Tidy, clean, comfortable, well-fitting clothing suitable for outside play and all activities and weather
conditions should be worn.

Policy
What is appropriate?

Children must wear flat-soled shoes, boots, or sfrong sandals with back straps to school — thongs,
crocs or scuffs are unacceptable. Rubber boots and wet weather gear are suited to the condition
of our school grounds in wet weather. Inside shoes are also requested to be worn all year for all
classes K-6. Plain indoor slippers are suitable, and may be purchased from the School Office.

Consistent with sun-protection guidelines, hats and shirts with sleeves are to be worn outside
throughout the year to protect skin and minimise sunburn and sunstroke. Singlet tops and tank tops
are not suitable to be worn at school. Clothing with motifs, slogans or obvious brand names are also
unsuitable.

Please consider modesty in your child’s clothing, avoiding bare midriffs and bellies, miniskirts, very
short shorts and backless/low-backed tops. Such clothing can awaken a more adult self-
consciousness that is not appropriate for children in kindergarten and primary school. Let us allow
our children to enjoy the innocence of childhood in the time they have to be children.

Where possible, dress the children in natural fabrics which allow the body to breathe and are more
comfortable against the skin. In respect for colour aesthetics, and the mood that black can create,
black tops are not to be worn in junior classes. Simple jewellery is acceptable but not big earrings,
nose rings or jewellery which compromises safety issues.

If children aftend school in unsuitable clothing, their parents will be advised and a note sent home
with the student. The children may be required to wear a t-shirt or jumper supplied by the school
for the day if they have no suitable clothing to wear.
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Dear Parent

Your child was inappropriately dressed at school tfoday. Could you please discuss the clothing policy
with your child to ensure that he/ she are appropriately dressed in the future?2

Details of Inappropriate Attire:

Footwear:

Must be suitable for outside activities, especially on sport days. No thongs or crocs please.
Hats:

For outside play, broad brimmed hat.

Clothing:

At Casuarina, we respect and encourage individuality but do not support peer pressure and fashion
statements. Clothing without designer labels or motifs is suitable. No fluoro colour or black please.
Bare backs and stomachs are not acceptable and shoulders should be covered. This aids in sun
protection and avoids fashionable competition.

Thank you
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